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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

Applicant's claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(e) is acknowledged. 



Information Disclosure Statement 
The information disclosure statement submitted on 1/25/2005 and 4/5/2004 has been 
considered by the Examiner and made of record in the application file. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co,, 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 
(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness 
or nonobviousness. 



This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
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evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U S C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (0 or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shimomura 
al (US Patent #6,526,580 B2) in view of Mayo (US Patent #5,133,081) 

Consider claim 1, Shimomura al disclose a method for providing content for access by a 
portable device at an event, the method comprising: receiving a plurality of signals (read as 
receiving digital information) from a plurality of sources (read as origination sources) (col. 3, 
lines 51-53; figure 1 ; A data broadcast control center receives digital information from a number 
of different data origination sources); combining (read as multiplexing) at least some of the 
plurality of signals (read as digital information) for transmission to a plurality of broadcast 
systems (read as broadcasters, figure 2b labeled "Broadcaster" 251-253) (col. 4, lines 4-8; col. 5, 
lines 24-32; The broadcast control center then multiplexes the received digital information 
stream from data origination source with digital information stream from other sources), the 
plurality of broadcast systems corresponding to a plurality of events (col. 5, lines 35-45; The 
broadcasters may create data broadcast formatted content with local advertisers and news content 
(read as plurality of events) which provide data broadcast content to the data broadcast digital 
information streams); and determining the broadcast systems to which each of the combined 
signals is to be transmitted (figures 1 and 2b; col. 5, lines 24-32; The multiplexing unit must 
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multiplex all of the processed digital information streams into a number of outgoing digital 
information); and transmitting the combined signals to at least one of the determined broadcast 
systems (col. 5, lines 24-32; The multiplexer distributes the outgoing digital information stream 
to the broadcasters). 

Although Shimomura et disclose broadcasting the combined signals received by at least 
one of the broadcast systems corresponding to at least one event (col. 5, lines 33-45; Each 
broadcaster multiplexes the data broadcast information within their local signal and may create 
additional data broadcast formatted content with local advertisers and local news that provide 
data broadcast content to the data broadcast digital information streams), Shimomura et al fail to 
disclose the combined signals configured to allow selection of content with a portable device, the 
content defined by at least one of audio and video signals of the combined signals. 

In related art, Mayo teaches remote message transmitters that transmit messages over FM 
or microwave transmission channels. A central programming station includes a controller that 
transmits and receives signals to the remote message transceiver. The transceivers are placed at 
specific locations so that the user can tune to an FM broadcast band channel to listen for 
information, such as information relating to goods and services, traffic and/or tourist 
information. The user selects the category of desired information using the keypad, which is part 
of the receiver system. The controller monitors all data decoded by the decoder and if the data 
being received is the type that is selected the user is notified and the information can be 
displayed, (col. 6, lines 14-55; col. 19, line 42 to col. 20 line 7; figures 1 and 10) 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the teachings of Mayo into the teachings of Shimomura al to broadcast 
different sets of messages in different broadcast areas of coverage. 

Consider claim 13, Shimomura al disclose a method of providing content for access by a 
user at an event, the method comprising: receiving a plurality of signals (read as receiving digital 
information) from a plurality of sources (read as origination sources) (col 3, lines 51-53; figure 
1; A data broadcast control center receives digital information from a number of different data 
origination sources), the plurality of signals received at an event and broadcast by a system 
located at the event (col. 5, lines 24-45; All of the receiver stations will receive the data 
broadcast signals from all the participating broadcasters). 

Shimomura al fail to disclose receiving via a portable device and outputting at least one 
of video and audio content based upon at least one of the plurality of signals selected with the 
portable device 

In related art, Mayo teaches remote message transmitters that transmit messages over FM 
or microwave transmission channels. A central programming station includes a controller that 
transmits and receives signals to the remote message transceiver. The transceivers are placed at 
specific locations so that the user can tune to an FM broadcast band channel to listen for 
information, such as information relating to goods and services, traffic and/or tourist 
information. The user selects the category of desired information using the keypad, which is part 
of the receiver system. The controller monitors all data decoded by the decoder and if the data 
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being received is the type that is selected the user is notified and the information can be 
displayed, (col. 6, lines 14-55; col. 19, line 42 to col. 20 line 7; figures 1 and 10) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the teachings of Mayo into the teachings of Shimomura al to broadcast 
different sets of messages in different broadcast areas of coverage. 

Consider claim 16, Shimomura al disclose a system for providing content for access by a 
portable device at an event, the system comprising: a combining component (read as 
multiplexing unit) for combining at least some of a plurality of received signals for transmission 
at a plurality of events (figures 1 and 2b; col. 5, lines 24-32; The multiplexing unit must 
multiplex all of the processed digital information streams into a number of outgoing digital 
information); and a transmission component for transmitting at least one of the combined signals 
to at least one of the plurality of events (col. 5, lines 24-32; The multiplexer distributes the 
outgoing digital information stream to the broadcasters). 

Shimomura et al fail to disclose a broadcast component corresponding to one or more of 
the events for receiving the at least one combined signal and broadcasting at the event audio and 
video signals defined by the combined signal, the audio and video signals configured to allow for 
selection with a portable device at the event. 

In related art, Mayo teaches remote message transmitters that transmit messages over FM 
or microwave transmission channels. A central programming station includes a controller that 
transmits and receives signals to the remote message transceiver. The transceivers are placed at 
specific locations so that the user can tune to an FM broadcast band channel to listen for 



Application/Control Number: 10/680,612 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2618 

information, such as information relating to goods and services, traffic and/or tourist 
information. The user selects the category of desired information using the keypad, which is part 
of the receiver system. The controller monitors all data decoded by the decoder and if the data 
being received is the type that is selected the user is notified and the information can be 
displayed, (col. 6, lines 14-55; col. 19, line 42 to col. 20 line 7; figures 1 and 10) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the teachings of Mayo into the teachings of Shimomura al to broadcast 
different sets of messages in different broadcast areas of coverage. 

Consider claim 2, and as applied to claim 1 above, Shimomura al, as modified by 
Mayo, disclose the claimed invention wherein at least one of the plurality of sources is located 
remote from the event. (Shimomura et al: figure 1, col. 3, lines 50-65) 

Consider claim 3, and as applied to claim 1 above, Shimomura al, as modified by 
Mayo, disclose the claimed invention wherein at least one of the broadcast systems is located at 
an event. (Shimomura et al: figure 2b, col. 5, lines 24-45; Mayo: col. 4, lines 40-61) 

Consider claim 4, and as applied to claim 1 above, Shimomura al, as modified by 
Mayo, disclose the claimed invention further comprising categorizing the plurality of signal 
based upon geographic location for use in combining the signals. (Mayo: col. 4, lines 40-61) 
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Consider claim 5, and as applied to claim 1 above, Shimomura al, as modified by 
Mayo, disclose the claimed invention further comprising selecting signals for combining based 
upon predetermined criteria. (Shimomura et al: figure 2b, col. 5, lines 24-45) 

Consider claim 6, and as applied to claim 1 above, Shimomura al, as modified by 
Mayo, disclose the claimed invention further comprising selecting signals for combining based 
upon user preferences at each of the events. (Mayo: col. 19, line 42 to col. 20 line 7) 

Consider claim 7, and as applied to claim 1 above, Shimomura al, as modified by 
Mayo, disclose the claimed invention further comprising determining at least one communication 
link for use in transmitting the combined signals. (Shimomura et al: col. 2, lines 28-44) 

Consider claim 8, and as applied to claim 1 above, Shimomura al, as modified by 
Mayo, disclose the claimed invention wherein the content comprises at least one of audio 
relating to the event, video relating to the event, audio relating to another event, video relating to 
another event, and advertising content. (Shimomura et al: col. 5, lines 24 to 45) 

Consider claim 9, and as applied to claim 1 above, Shimomura al, as modified by 
Mayo, disclose the claimed invention wherein the content comprise one of live and stored 
content. (Mayo: col. 4, lines 40-61) 
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Consider claim 10, and as applied to claim 1 above, Shimomura al, as modified by 
Mayo, disclose the claimed invention wherein the broadcasting comprises transmitting the 
combined signals within a proximity of the event. (Mayo: col. 4, lines 40-61) 

Consider claim 11, and as applied to claim 1 above, Shimomura al, as modified by 
Mayo, disclose the claimed invention wherein audio and video signals of the combined signal are 
broadcast on a plurality of frequencies and the portable device is configured to select content 
from the plurality of frequencies. (Mayo: col. 4, lines 40-62, col. 6, lines 32-39) 

Consider claim 12, and as applied to claim 1 above, Shimomura al, as modified by 
Mayo, disclose the claimed invention wherein audio and video signal of the combined signal are 
broadcast on a plurality of frequencies and the portable device is configured to select content 
from the plurality of frequencies each defined by a predetermined selectable channel of the 
portable device. (Mayo: col. 4, lines 40-62, col. 6, lines 32-39) 

Consider claim 14, and as applied to claim 13 above, Shimomura al, as modified by 
Mayo, disclose the claimed invention wherein the content defined by the plurality of signals is 
selected based upon at least one of geographic location and user preferences. (Mayo: col. 4, 
lines 40-61) 

Consider claim 15, and as applied to claim 13 above, Shimomura al, as modified by 
Mayo, disclose the claimed invention wherein the plurality of signals are each transmitted via a 
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different frequency corresponding to a channel of the portable device, and wherein the outputting 
is based upon a channel selection. (Mayo: col. 4, lines 40-62, col. 6, lines 32-39) 

Consider claim 17, and as applied to claim 16 above, Shimomura al, as modified by 
Mayo, disclose the claimed invention wherein the signals are received from a plurality of 
sources, wherein at least one of the sources is located remote from the event. (Shimomura et al: 
figure 1, col. 3, lines 50-65) 

Consider claim 18, and as applied to claim 16 above, Shimomura al, as modified by 
Mayo, disclose the claimed invention wherein the combining component is configured to 
combine the signals based upon at least one of geographic location and user preferences. (Mayo: 
col. 4, lines 40-61) 

Consider claim 19, and as applied to claim 16 above, Shimomura al, as modified by 
Mayo, disclose the claimed invention further comprising a routing component to route signals for 
transmission to events based upon at least one of geographic location and user preferences. 
(Mayo: col. 4, lines 40-61) 

Consider claim 20, and as applied to claim 16 above, Shimomura al, as modified by 
Mayo, disclose the claimed invention wherein the broadcast component is configured to 
broadcast the plurality of audio and video signals at a plurality of frequencies, with the portable 
device configured such that a predetermined selectable channel corresponds to each of the 
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frequencies. (Mayo: col. 4, lines 40-62, col. 6, lines 32-39) 

Consider claim 21, and as applied to claim 16 above, Shimomura al, as modified by 
Mayo, disclose the claimed invention wherein at least one of the broadcast components is located 
at one or more of the events. (Shimomura et al: figure 2b, col. 5, lines 24-45; Mayo: col. 4, lines 
40-61) 

Conclusion 

Any response to this Office Action should be faxed to (571) 273-8300 or mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Hand-delivered responses should be brought to 

Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Bobbak Safaipour whose telephone number is (571) 270-1092. 
The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9.00am to 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Edan Orgad can be reached on (571) 272-7884. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) or 703-305- 
3028. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist/customer service whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2600. 



Bobbak Safaipour 
B.S./bs 



February 22, 2007 EDANORGAD 

PRIMARY PATENT EXAMINER 




